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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


"CQ FIELD DAY CQ FIELD DAY CQ FIELD 
DAY" 


Its here again and this year should be a great 
one. 


First, we will be at a new location, the most 
eastern part of Sonoma Skypark on 8th st. There 
is a nice open space between a vineyard and 
hangar area that should allow us to put up two 
masts with beams on them and a wire antenna 
between them for 3A category of operation. The 
possibility of putting up a, "Get On the Air Station" 
has been mentioned. All members are invited 
and encouraged to attend. We will start setting 
up around 8:30 am on Saturday, June 22. 


The June meeting will be mainly organizing for 
Field Day, so | encourage all to attend. We have 
a lot to discuss; antenna locations, shelter, 
computer networking, GOTA station, to name a 
few. | would like to thank the members of the 
locate EAA chapter for the use of their clubhouse 
for a dinner location. 


Had a surprise from a former member and 
neighbor, Tim, KG6ASY, now W7ASY. He was 
on business in the area all the way from his QTH 
in Washoe Valley, NV. Tim and | had a QSO on 
75m so should get a card for WAS. The other 
state | needed was West Virginia and, by chance, 
was able to work W8NY earlier in the day. 


With the relocation of Frank, KG6N, we will need 
someone to take over as vice president. We 
want to wish him well and good DX from his new 
QTH. 


June 2013 


Remember to turn your radios on, keep your 
batteries charged and your antennas up. 


73 & see you at the meeting. 


—73, Jim, KEUUW 


NEXT MEETING 
This month's meeting will be held at the 
EOC at the Sonoma PD. 
Topic: Planning for Field Day 


Minutes of May 15, 2013 


Meeting was called to order at 7:34 PM by the 
honorable President Jim Hill. 


Members present at the meeting were: KEUUW 
(Jim), KG6QNT (Eileen), KD6FIL (Dave), NU6E 
(Stan), KK6BJH (Virgil), W1USO (Richard), 
KF6FZM (Dick), KIGJNU (Moe), W6SJH (Steve), 
KA2QQ0 (Declan), K6KLL (Alan), N7PIB (San), 
N6KM (Ken), KG6N (Frank), W6DDU, (Gordon), 
WB6TMH (Mike), W1EJ (Ed), KJ6QIQ (Scott) 


Guests: Suzanne Heiser, Dale Ingraherm 
Minutes were approved with no corrections!!! 
Report from officers: 


Vice President: Frank, KG6N, thanks for the help 
lowering his antenna and not dropping it!!! 


Treasurer, Eileen, KG6QNT: we currently have 
$2112.45 dollars in the bank and we have not 
deposited the Hamfest proceeds. Everything is 
now on Quicken back to 2003. We have a Debit 
card for the club to make it easier to reimburse 
people for expenses. 


ACS, Ken, N6KM: ACS has 4 new members for 
the Sonoma Valley; Gordon W6DDU, Moe 
KI6JNU, Scott KJ6QIQ and Bill KJGEIG. A new 


pink sheet was handed out for the Sonoma Valley 


ACS members. This is also available on the 
VOMARC webpage. A Level 2 ACS training 
session will be coming up soon. It is important to 
check in on the ACS net to stay on the active 
roster. There is no new net script. There will be 
no net on holidays (Monday, May 27 is Memorial 
Day Holiday) There are currently 16 members in 
the Sonoma Valley ACS. 


Secretary: Dave, KD6FIL: VOMARC needs to 
resubmit the use request for SDC. 


Website: Is looking good. Ed’s call sign is wrong 
on the list for net control. 


Training Officer: There were 12 students at the 
last session at the high school. They did not 
complete the project. They are an enthusiastic 
group. 3 of the students would like to continue to 
do things through the summer break. 


Old Business 
Jim, KEUUW took a count for new name badges. 
Darrel, WD6BOR, gave a breakdown of the 


finances from Hamfest. We grossed $1169 prior 
to paying all the expenses. Breakfast did really 
well this year and made $756.50, the swap made 
$340 and the club items on the swap table made 
$73. 


Dave, KD6FIL: Hamfest was a success in part 
because we get a free day from the City for use 
of the Vets Building. It still costs $565, but that is 
much better than the $2000 they charge 
everyone else. The County is looking to renew 
the agreement with the City of Sonoma for use of 
the Vets Building and wants to dramatically raise 
the fee the City pays for the free days (they 
currently pay $10,000 for 20 free days and the 
County wants to increase that to $26,000). The 
City has requested that everyone think about 
contacting their County Supervisor to encourage 
them to continue to allow the City to pay $10,000 
for the 20 free days. It was decided at the 
meeting the VOMARC should send a letter of 
support to continue this program. 


New Business 


Dave’s Birthday — You can thank his wife Jane for 
the cake. 


Young Eagles is June 8 (always the second 
Sunday of the Month) sponsored by the EAA. 
Kids for 8 — 17 can get a free airplane flight. 
VOMARC sets up a demonstration station at the 
event at the Sonoma Skypark on 8th Street East. 


The International Lighthouse on the Air event is 
scheduled for August 17 and 18. We have 
obtained the call sign N6P for the event. We are 
not sure if we will operate on both days. If you are 
interested in participating please let Ken, NGKM 
know. We need more member support to make 
this happen. 


Field Day is June 22 and 23. Always fun and will 
be at the Sonoma Skypark this year. There are 
some new rules this year and we will need to go 
over them at the next meeting. 


The June meeting will be on Wednesday the 
19th. 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM for 
birthday cake and coffee 


The program for the evening was a postponed 
and work was done for adding Anderson 
powerpoles to radios and creating leads for the 
batteries donated by Simon KB6CLV. 


—Respectfully submitted, Dave, KD6FIL 


Invite a Kid to Field Day 
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


If you've been around ham radio for any length of 
time, you'll notice that ham radio operators like to 
complain. One of the most frequently heard 
complaints is, "Kids aren't interested in amateur 
radio anymore." While I'm not so sure that's true, | 


do know that now is the time for you to do 
something about it. 


How? Invite a kid to Field Day. 
Invite them to help you set up antennas. 


Show them how you power the rigs with a 
generator, or even cooler, by charging a battery 
with a solar panel. 


Let them sit in front of the rig, show them how to 
make contacts, and log for them. To make it 
easier for them, make up a cheat sheet with the 
callsign spelled out phonetically and the 
exchange, also spelled out phonetically. 


Let them operate for as long as they're interested. 
When they're done, thank them on contributing to 
your Club's total score. 


Answer every single one of their questions. 


This may not win them over immediately, but | 
can assure you that it will make an impression on 
them. To increase your chances of success, find 
a kid that's already technically inclined. Invite a 
bunch of them from the high school's robotics 
team, for example. 


If you don't have any plans for Field Day, then 
make some. Then, go find that kid. If you don't, 
then you don't have any right to complain that 
there are no kids in ham radio. 


When he's not trying to get kids interested in 
amateur radio, Dan, KB6NU enjoys working CW 
on the HF bands and teaching ham radio classes. 
For more information about his operating 
activities and his "No-Nonsense" series of 
amateur radio license study guides, go to 


KB6NU.Com or e-mail cwgeek@kb6nu.com 


Program Your Radios with CHIRP 


Earlier this month | had the good fortune to attend 
the ARRL Northwestern Division Conference, 
also known as SeaPac, in Seaside, Oregon. The 
format was similar to Pacificon here in the Bay 
Area, with presentations, a vendor exhibit area, 
and a swap area. One of the presentations that 
drew a large crowd was by Dan Smith, KK7DS, 
author of CHIRP. As described in the conference 
program, CHIRP is free software that provides a 
cross-platform replacement for the OEM software 
used to program many radios. More than 60 


popular radio models are presently supported, 
with more to come. 


The project website and software download area 
can be found at <http://chirp.danplanet.com>. As 
mentioned, the software is cross platform, so 
there are versions that run on Windows, Mac, and 
Linux. Using a radio-to-computer interface cable 
(sources are provided on the CHIRP website), the 
memory image from a radio is downloaded to the 
computer. With the editing tools built into CHIRP, 
the contents of the radio memory channels can 
then be entered, modified, or deleted, and then 
reloaded into the radio. This editing can be done 
manually (e.g., one repeater frequency pair at a 
time with offset and CTCSS tome) or 
automatically using online resources, like ARRL’s 
TravelPlus database and others. Dan stressed 
that programming radio memories is the primary 
goal of the project, but the implementation for 
some radio models includes the ability to program 
other features. Dan authored the drivers for most 
of the supported radios, but some were provided 
by volunteer programmers. 


A look at the CHIRP website shows 68 radio 
models presently supported: AnyTone (1), Alinco 
(7), Baofeng (4), lcom (21), Jetstream (1), 
Kenwood (12), Puxing (2), TYT (2), Yaesu (16), 
and Wouxun (2). One of the coolest features of 
CHIRP is that you can share programmed 
memories between radios from different 
manufacturers. During his presentation, Dan 
demonstrated downloading the channel 
memories from a Yaesu VX-7R handheld radio 
and then uploaded them to a Baofeng UV-5R 
radio. Thus, the program could be used for 
events and emergency communications to assure 
that everyone’s radios have the same 
programmed channels available. 


73, Stan NJ6E 


JUNE YOUNG EAGLES. 


Dave and | set up W6AJF at Sonoma Skypark for 
the monthly Young Eagles program. 


We were joined by Eileen, KG6QNT, Alan, 
K6KLL, and San,N7PIB. 


Since the was the weekend of the ARRL VHF 
contest, Dave installed radials that made the R-7 
antenna work on 6meters. 


After working locals, we heard good signals out of 
the area. A reminder that normally this band is 
line of sight, but it called, "The Magic Bana" for a 
reason. We worked KE7V, Pt. Angeles, WA, 
VA7FC, Courtenay, BC and VE7DAY, Campbell 
River, BC. 


Let's talk about doing this contest as a club 
activity next year. 


—Jim, KEUUW 


CLUB HISTORY 


| ran across this article in looking back at some 
Sons in Retirement (SIR) member bios. This 
article was an attachment to the one on John 
Sharpe, W6TWQ (sk). 


| don’t have the date on it and was unsuccessful 
in finding in the IT database. 


—submitted by Jim KBUUW 


Ham Radio buffs elect Frank 
Jones 


Frank C. Jones, pioneer electronics 
engineer and dean of amateur radio 
operators, was made permanent president 
and life member of the Valley of the Moon 
amateur Radio Club at its inaugural 
meeting last Friday night. 


This singular honor was accorded the 
world famous Sonoma resident by 18 
valley amateurs who participated in 
organizational meetings over a period of 
two months. 


Friday’s gathering was the first annual 
meeting and election of officers. Charles 
“Frank” Masten WB6HZZ, was elected 
executive vice president, highest elective 
office. C. F. Field, WB6KMT, was named 
vice president, Edward L Hansen, 
WASLHE, Secretary and Don 
Montgomery, K6LTS, treasurer. 


Explaining the unique tribute to Jones, 
W6AUJF, Masten said, “The men who have 
organized this club are communications 


experts. They are well aware of more 
than 40 years, and of the many honors 
bestowed upon him by our government 
and others. They felt that any honorary 
title would be inadequate and 
consequently wrote into the constitution a 
provision that he would be the only 
president this club will ever have, however 
long it may endure.” 


The constitution provides for the election 
annually of an executive nice president, 
who will conduct the business of the club 
at the will of the president. 


Purposes of the club include, bringing 
together all residents of the valley area 
who have an interest in Amateur Radio 
communications and experimenting to 
assist one another in advancing their 
knowledge and abilities; extending 
national and international cooperation with 
other amateurs; cooperation with other 
amateurs; cooperation with the Police, 
Fire, Civil Defense and other disaster and 
emergency agencies and the conduct of 
training classes for those who may desire 
them. 


Membership is open to all persons 
interested and Citizens Band licensees 
are particularly desired as members. Full 
voting privileges accrue to members 
immediately upon receipt of the Amateur 
class license. 


Immediately after the election of officers, 
committees were named to activate the 
aims of the group. 


Forrest J. Dunham, W6HM, was appointed 
chairman of the Club Activities Committee 
and will plan disaster and emergency 
coordination with the Police Fire and Civil 
Defense heads. 


WN6VOO, Phil Danskin, will head the 
Awards Committee, with specific 
instructions to plan the design and 
particulars of a certificate properly 
identifiable, which will be sent to operators 
throughout the world who can 
demonstrate acceptable their ability to 
communicate directly with the Valley of the 
Moon. Robert Sullivan will handle Public 
Relations. 


Mike Gould, K6ZCE, will head the field 
day committee with particular emphasis on 
mobile and portable equipment, and 
Kenneth McTaggart, KESRM, will advise 
on legal matters. 


Other Charter members include, Frank 
Doak, W6VNX, Marty Van De Ven, 
WA8SJUX, Charles H. Kemper, KEEBW, 
and Jerry Sanden, K7CIl. 


Regular meetings will be held on the last 
Friday evening of each month. For details 
as to time and place of the next meeting, 
interested persons may contact any of the 
members named or phone 938- 

4816. Members at present guard 
7255KHZ and may be contacted by other 
amateurs on that frequency. 


2013 ACS 
Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


EILEEN 


KG6QNT 


FEBRUARY 


JIM 


K6BUUW 


MARCH 


KEN 


N6KM 


APRIL 


KEN 


N6KM 


MAY 


RACHEL 


KIGHDG 


JUNE 


GEORGE 


K6ITE 


JULY 


CRAIG 


KF6QZP 


AUGUST 


DEAN 


KI6FFM 


SEPTEMBER 


SAM 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


DICK 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


MIKE 


WD6TMH 


DECEMBER 


DARREL 


WD6BOR 


2013 VOMARC 


Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


KJ6QIQ 


FEBRUARY 


K6UUW 


MARCH 


NJ6E 


APRIL 


KG6FIL 


MAY 


KG6N 


JUNE 


WiEJ 


JULY 


KJ6EIG 


AUGUST 


KF6QZP 


SEPTEMBER 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


WB6TMH 


DECEMBER 


WD6BOR 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — President, Training Officer 
Frank Wiebusch, KG6N -— Vice-President, 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 

Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEVUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after benefits 
of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the Sonoma Fire 
Station on 2" St West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 
P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARGC, Inc. 


“/o Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


Valley of the Moon ARC 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE Wed, JUNE 19, 7:30pm at the City of Sonoma EOC, 175 1° St 
West, behind the Sonoma Police Department 


SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2013 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1° St West, CA 95476, or brought to the 
next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


